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 PREPARATION 

Sunday July 26, 2020 

Marty Nash 
 

              “THE GOOD FIGHT” 
Some battles in life are fought and instantly won; passing tests, 

playing games, solving a puzzle in the newspaper, or winning 

at a sporting event. We preoccupy ourselves with these 

“battles” because they give us instantaneous gratification and 

bring us a measure of pleasure and self assurance. 

There are other battles, however, that are ongoing and we will 

never, in this life, completely win until we conquer them in 

death. These battles are constant and daily efforts with which 

we must struggle on a regular basis. This is a hard thing for 

our society to accept who are accustomed to complex crimes 

being solved in a one hour TV program, sporting events end-

ing in less than two hours. This kind of battle is only won in 

the continued fighting of it; it isn’t a battle that is won, never 

to be fought again. It is a constant and daily effort. 

We need to realize that living the Christian life is the same 

kind of battle. If we realize and accept this, I believe we will 

have a great weight lifted from our shoulders. The person who 

is constantly telling himself, “I’ve got to win today!” will soon 

find himself hopelessly burned out with trying to achieve this 

task. Why? Because living the Christian life is only something 

that is won while we continue the struggle. Paul told Timothy, 

“Fight the good fight of the faith?” (1 Timothy 6:12) and wage 

the good battle (1 Timothy 1:18). It was a battle that Paul was 

only expecting Timothy to win by continuing to fight it. 

Let us recognize that today we fight the battle and that our vic-

tory is in our faith on a daily basis (1 John 5:4) and through 

this, we will overcome, not in this life, but, in the next. For to-

day, however, if I have struggled, then I have won. 

 

 Quotes to Live By: 

“Learn from others’ mistakes. We 
don’t have time to make them 

ourselves.” 

Conscience is a mother-in-law 
whose visit never ends. 

The happiest people don’t neces-
sarily have the best of every-

thing; they just make the best of 
everything they have. 

Life is like a roll of toilet paper.  
The closer it gets to the end, the 

faster it goes. 

 

 Anxiety in a man's 

heart weighs it down, 

but an encouraging word 

makes it glad. 
Proverbs 12:25  

 

Good Morning!  We are excited this 

morning to celebrate those who partici-

pated in Lads to Leaders this past year.  

Thanks for staying for our devotional 

last Sunday.  We had a great time and 

enjoyed your company.  We hope you 

can join us for burgers and swimming 

on this Monday night at our home.  

Have a great week! 

DOUG 

 

“But God demonstrates His own love 

toward us, in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.” 

Romans 5:8 NKJV 



Pr

The attendance at all the worship services and Bible classes are increasing each 

week.  This is wonderful.  It is always a joy to meet together in the House of God 

our Father.  Many remain ill with the Coronavirus, but none in the congregation 

here.  We are endeavoring to follow the guidelines set by the Governor’s office and 

the Center For Disease Control.  I know that it is an inconvenience to wear a mask, 

but we encourage you to do so as you are  entering  the building and then put it 

back on when you get up from the pew to leave.  I notice that just about everybody 

had on masks last Lord’s Day.  Some have COPD and find it difficult to wear a 

mask.  Such cases are understandable.  We remind those who wait on the Lord’s 

Table to wear a mask.  We commend the men for doing this as it helps to prevent 

the disease we are told.  Even though the Lads To Leaders convention did not take 

place in Dallas this year because of the COVID-19, many of the youth have been in-

volved in projects at home in Palestine.  Several awards will be given at the end of 

the worship service this morning.  What a great way to show our encouragement to 

the youth and to Doug and Alison Rader who are doing a great job in spite of the 

pandemic.   Thank you for commenting on the lessons last Sunday.  The story of Lot 

is a sad one and one that could have been avoided.   The lesson of Lot proves what 

can happen if we get caught up with the wrong crowd. The Apostle Paul was right 

when he stated by inspiration, “Evil companionship corrupts good manners 

(Morals). School is soon to begin.  Most of the teachers in the congregation do not 

know if it will be virtual (internet) or in person classes.  Let’s be praying for the 

teachers and students who will return to increase their learning skills.  That transi-

tion is always difficult each year after having been out all summer, but with the 

Pandemic it will be even more difficult. Thank you for coming today.  We appreci-

ate your attendance and God is honored and the congregation is encouraged. See 

you at 6 PM           DAN 

Attendance at Services  

moving upward. 

LADS To LEADERS Awards to 

be given at end of service. 

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES  

 BABY DIAPER SHOWER 

The ladies are reminded of  
the baby show for JAMIE 
WHITE this afternoon at  

2 P.M. in the Activity Building.  
We are happy for this family 

and we know you will want to  
participate. 

  God has chosen to give us some valuable 
lessons from the Old Testament.  "For what-
ever things were written before were written for 
our learning" (Romans 15:4).  Nadab and 
Abihu were priests in the tabernacle of God 
under the Old Testament.  One of their duties 
was to burn incense in the tabernacle at 9:00 
AM and 3:00 PM each day.  "Then Nadab and 
Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer 
and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered 
profane fire before the Lord, which he had not 
commanded them.  So fire went out from the 
Lord and devoured them, and they died before 
the Lord" (Leviticus 10:1-2).  The KJV says 
"strange fire".  It was "profane" or "strange fire" 
because that fire was not authorized. Nadab 
and Abihu were told in offering the incense 
they were to "take a censer full of burning coals 
of fire from the altar" (Leviticus 16:12).  Appar-
ently they chose to ignore the Lord’s instruc-
tions and do as they saw fit and get the fire 
elsewhere.  Because their sin was doing that 
which the Lord "had not commanded them", 
they were struck dead for doing so.  Doing that 
which the Lord "had not commanded" is pro-
hibitive.  SELECTED 

NADAB & ABIHU 

WILL ROGERS ON GROWING OLD 

 First– Eventually you will reach a 

point when you stop lying about your 

age and start bragging about it. 

Second– The older we get, the fewer 

things seem worth waiting in line for. 

Third– Some people try to turn back 

their odometers.  Not me, I want peo-

ple to know ‘why I look this way.’  I’ve 

traveled a long way, and some of the 

roads weren’t paved. 

GAYLE HAMILTON is in Legacy Rehab 

from recent leg surgery 

SANDY SINGLETERRY will have back 

surgery tomorrow in Tyler at the Spine 

and Join Hospital. 

DAVID YOUNG (son of Charlie and 

Loretta Young has been in the hospital in 

Tyler for treatment of pneumonia. 

R.D. PRINCE continues to undergo heart 

tests. 

HANNAH GLENN still undergoing chemo 

treatment. She has been seriously ill. 

DEANNA CHAPMAN-has completed her 

radiation treatment in Houston. Home 

now. 

CORY BIRDOW( son of Angela) has Covid-

19 in Dallas 

JOHN HAMILTON (son of Gayle H.) has 

Covid-19. 

EDDIE STANALAND (son of Cecil and Vir-

ginia) has covid-19 in the Houston area. 

 

 A PRAYER LIST  IS AVAILABLE IN THE 

FOYER. 



July 19, 2020 
PLEASE CONTINUE TO REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Sandy Singleterry– back surgery on July 22nd 

Larry Hooper  - Home improving from surgery 

Gayle Hamilton– recovering from leg surgery.  -Legacy Rehab 

Deanna Chapman– completed  radiation therapy following brain surgery 

Diane Hurbrough,  recovering from hip replacement surgery at home 

Linda Lippold, cancer treatments– doing better. 

R.D. Prince– heart issues–  procedure 

Gerald Wilcher, kidney disease & COPD 

Kenneth Holland, COPD 

David Young (son of Charlie & Loretta) pneumonia 

Selma Langston-(sister of Mary Jo Thomason) in the hospital in Waco 

Hannah  Glenn,  is undergoing Leukemia treatments in Dallas  

Eddie Stanaland( son of Cecil and Virginia) Covid-19 

Cory Birdow (son of Angela Birdow) Covid-19 

John Hamilton (son of Gayle Hamilton) Covid-19 

Leann Oliver (cousin of Deanna Chapman)  Cancer treatment  

Jack Beasley– (Husband of Brenda) recovering from recent back surgery 

La Donna Powell (cousin of Cindy Pace) brain cancer 

Mildred Holmes—(pneumonia– in hospital) sister of Doug Lowe and Virginia Stanaland. 

Emily Davis– granddaughter-in-law of Ann & Kenneth Holland  (brain surgery) 

Amy Lambright (niece of Costlow family)  cancer 

Bryce Stewart – Nephew of Virginia Stanaland and Doug Lowe-cancer treatment 

Elizabeth Attaway (Beth Freeman’s daughter-in-law) cancer 

Howard & Maurine Ellis ( father & mother of Sam Ellis) having health issues 

 Scott Hilliard (cousin of Dwight Franklin)  cancer 

La Shaun Miller (son of Nancy Miller) heart problems  He is now home doing better. 

 Wesley Wellborn (brother-in-law of Kyle Lock)  cancer 

 

NOTE:  We try to update the prayer list each week.  When people are improving and doing better we remove their 

names and add new ones who have asked to be on the list. We  need those of you who are acquainted with those on 

the prayer list  to let us know when they are improving. If you know of someone who needs to be on the supplement 

prayer list or removed, please notify us in the church office.     

 The Elders 

 


